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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COUNCIL
MINUTES

April 27, 2001

Members Present: Members Absent:
Dr. Garth Gemar (Chairman) Therese Dunn Marilyn Price
Dr. Toni Brophy Jan Hauk Bob Ramsey
Dr. Kay Lewis Richard Kunz Pat Andrews
Dr. Jim McLaughlin Ed Neville Harold Nystedt
Wes Powell David Cheney Patty Seneski
Mark Venuti Dr. Michael Ward
J. Marty Dernier Roy Ryals Guests Present:
Scott Butler Nancy Shaver Jim Roeder
Terry Shine Gitti Silven Barbara Glickman-Williams
Charlie Smith Mark Stroh Gene Zehring
Dr. Michel Sucher Sgt. Richard Thacher Stephen Powles
Dr. Peter Vann Dr. Robert Vavrick Brian Smith
Dr. Richard Carmona Dave Samuels Janine Anderson

Taylor Payson
BEMS Staff Present: John Gallagher

Victor Dominguez Larry Lorenzen Don Uhles
Chuck Kramer Robin Clark Jim Morgan
Dona Marie Markley Larry Bednarek Paul McDonough
Sarah Penttinen Peggy Lahren Eric Rodgers
Karen Nelson Pennie Klein James Heskett
Don Decker Donna Meyer Kevin Keeley

Jerry Stein
Jean Hubbert
Kimi Smith

I. CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Emergency Medical Services Council was called to order at 9:05 a.m.
by Chairman Dr. Gemar.  A quorum was present.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Dr. Kay Lewis, seconded by Wes Powell to approve the minutes of
January 26, 2001.  Motion carried.

III/IV. PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES and CHAIRMAN'S REPORT  
Dr. Gemar announced new committee members and gave a committee membership report (a
copy of the Chairman's Report is available through the Bureau).  
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A. Miscellaneous Updates
1. Trauma Program Administrator - Dr. Gemar welcomed Pennie Klein, the new

Trauma Program Administrator for the Bureau.
2. Legislation Update - Dr. Gemar reported that Senate Bills 1147 and 1201 passed

and went to the Governor today.  House Bill 2535 passed and went to the
Governor yesterday.  Senate Bill 1308 and Senate Bill1319 were signed on April
19, 2001. Senate Bill1308 has an emergency clause, that made it effective April
19, 2001.  The rulemaking for Senate Bill1319 should be done about November 1,
2001.

3. Ethics Training - Due to the Governor's office Ethics Training conflicting with
our committee meetings we will be having a Ethics Training here at the Bureau on
May 24, 2001.

4. Arizona Public Safety Communications Meeting - Roy Ryals attended previous
the Public Safety Communications System meetings where vendors came and
made presentations.

V. OLD BUSINESS
A. Rules Status Report - Dona Markley reported that the Department was

proceedings with its revision of 9 A.A.C. 25, the EMS rules.  The Department
expects the rule revision by July 2002. This rulemaking will include work on the
Air Ambulance Rules.  In addition the Bureau intends to move forward with
exempt rulemaking to implement the new EMT curricula this summer.  

B. Conflict of Interest/Disclosure Document - This form is strictly for committee
members to fill out and for each new appointment.  It will also need to be updated
periodically.  Presenters cannot be forced to sign such a form.

C. RSI/MAI Pilot Project Update/Challenges - Informational

1. Consideration of alternative paralytic agents
a). Rocuronium
b). Succinylcholine

A motion was made by Dr. Kay Lewis, seconded by Dr. Toni Brophy to continue
with the pilot project if another neuromuscular blocker is suitable, in the
estimation of the Medical Direction Commission.  Motion carried.

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Requirements for agencies to pay sales tax waived or having sales tax on

medical and rescue equipment eliminated.  Is this possible?  
Dr. Gemar informed the members this was not within the auspices of the Bureau
of EMS or ADHS.  It would probably require inquiries to other agencies (e.g. tax
commissioners) or even legislative change. 

B. Requirements for using AHA Guidelines - Informational
The Arizona Heart Association is charging fees for extracting information directly
from the guidelines (e.g. algorithms at $400 a page).  When doing our protocols
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we can refer to the guidelines, but we may not duplicate due to infringement on
copyright.  

C. EMT-Is performing crichothyrotomies and needle thoracostomies
A motion was made by Dr. Kay Lewis seconded by Mark Stroh that the scope of
practice for EMT-Is include crichothyrotomies and needle thoracostomies. 
Motion carried.

D. EMT-Is doing RSI/MAI 
No action was taken on this item.

E. EMT-I Curriculum - other issues  
A motion was made by Dr. Kay Lewis, seconded by Dr. Peter Vann that in the
curriculum the EMT-I students be taught Sternal Intraosseous Infusion.  Motion
carried.

Follow up: Agenda Item - New Business - Education Committee
When: Next meeting - May 18, 2001

F. EMS Council Bylaws 
The Council discussed amending the EMS Council Bylaws. A motion was made
by Wes Powell, seconded by Dave Samuels, that the EMS Council:

1. Amend Article II to add as a duty that the Council shall advise the Director
on expenditures from the Emergency Medical Services Operating Fund
(A.R.S. 36-2218.B). 

2. Amend the Bylaws to add a legislative subcommittee of the EMS Council
for the purposes of legislation.

No vote was taken. The item was tabled to a future EMS Council meeting, since
the members had not had 10 days to look over the proposed revisions.

G. Budget Committee Bylaws
A motion was made by Wes Powell, seconded by Gitti Silven to add on page 5 -
Article V - Section 5 - should the number of committee members fall below the
number necessary to constitute a quorum, no voting may take place except on a
motion to adjourn.  Motion carried.

H. HB2509 - Unspent Funds
A motion was made by Wes Powell, seconded by Charlie Smith to recommend to
the Director to intervene to get procurement to buy call boxes.   Motion carried.

I. EMS Regional Budgets
The Council reviewed the regional budgets presented by Wes Powell.

A motion was made by Wes Powell, seconded by Roy Ryals that EMS Council
recommend to the Director to approve budgets.  Motion carried.
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J. EMS Operating Fund
A motion was made by Wes Powell, seconded by Dr. Toni Brophy that EMS
Council recommend to the Director that the EMS Operating Fund maintain a carry
forward balance equal to the prior year's actual operating costs plus 10%.
Motion carried.

K. Legislative Committee
A motion was made by Wes Powell, seconded by Dave Samuels, to recommend to
the Director she authorize a legislative subcommittee for the purposes of advising
on potential EMS related legislation.

A friendly amendment was made by Dr. Kay Lewis to add that the subcommittee
be a subcommittee of EMS Council.  Motion carried.

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Education Committee - Next meeting May 19, 2001 - New Business - EMT

Basics being allowed to administer the aerosol form of nitroglycerin. 
B. Rules Committee - Dona Markley gave a Rules Status report.
C. Budget Committee - Wes Powell's Budget Committee report was entirely

comprised of the New Business budget related items. 

VIII. REGIONAL REPORTS
A. Central - A copy of the report is available through the Bureau.  Diversion issues

discussed.
B. Southern - A copy of the report is available through the Bureau.
C. Western - A copy of the report is available through the Bureau.
D. Northern - A copy of the report is available through the Bureau.

IX. CALL TO THE PUBLIC
Dr. Brophy requested a copy of the last draft (version 7) of the Tox-Medic curriculum from Mark
Venuti or Dr. Lewis.

Discussion ensued regarding diversions.

X. NEXT MEETING
The next regular meeting of the EMS Council is scheduled for June 22, 2001.

XI. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

Approved by EMS Council on 6/22/01


